CASE: 1236

=== ARCHIVAL RESEARCH INFORMATION ===
14 October 1993

ON 1 SEP 93, THE VIETNAMESE TURNED OVER A DOCUMENT TITLED "LIST OF
DECEASED U.S. AIRMEN, BURIED, NEED TO LOCATE REMAINS." THIS DOCUMENT WAS
IN RESPONSE TO A U.S. LIST OF 84 CASES FOR WHICH U.S. ANALYSTS BELIEVE THE
VIETNAMESE SHOULD HAVE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. EACH CASE ON THE
VIETNAMESE DOCUMENT WAS FOLLOWED BY A BRIEF COMMENT ON THE STATUS OF THE
CASE. ENTRY NUMBER 32 ON THE VIETNAMESE DOCUMENT CORRELATED WITH REFNO

1236. (REF 8)

15 October 1993

ON 1 SEP 93, THE VIETNAMESE TURNED OVER A DOCUMENT TITLED "LIST OF
DECEASED U.S. SOLDIERS THAT WERE BURIED (GRAVE SITE UNDETERMINED) ." EACH
CASE ON THE LIST WAS FOLLOWED BY THE COMMENT "BURIAL SITE CANNOT BE
LOCATED; CONCLUDED THAT GRAVE SITE INDETERMINABLE." ENTRY NUMBER 56 ON
THE VIETNAMESE DOCUMENT CORRELATED WITH REFNO 1236. MOST OF THE REFNOS
LISTED ON THIS DOCUMENT APPEARED ON A U.S. LIST OF 84 CASES FOR WHICH U.S.
ANALYSTS BELIEVE THE VIETNAMESE SHOULD HAVE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. (REF

8)

5 November 1993

ON 17 DEC 92, THE SRV PRdVIDED A DOCUMENT TITLED, "REGISTER OF U.S. LOSSES
IN NGHE AN PROVINCE." LINE ENTRY #26 CORRELATES TO REFNO 1236-0-01 BASED
ON PILOT’S NAME, DATE OF DIRTH AND DATE AND LOCATION OF LOSS. (REF 9)

6 May 1994

ON 14 DECEMBER 1993, THE SRV PROVIDED SEVERAL DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE 84
CASES ASSIGNED TO THE JTF-FA SPECIAL REMAINS TEAM (SRT). ONE DOCUMENT
TITLED, "LIST OF DECEASED AND BURIED U.S. AIRMEN WHOSE REMAINS NEED TO BE
LOCATED", PROVIDES INFORMATION CORRELATING WITH REFNO 1236-0~01, AN
UNRESOLVED CASE. CORRELATION IS BASED ON NAME, INCIDENT DATE AND LOCATION

OF LOSS. (REF 11)

10 May 1994

ON 14 DECEMBER 1993, THE SRV PROVIDED SEVERAL DOCUMENTS RELATED TO 84
CASES ASSIGNED TO THE JTF-FA SPECIAL REMAINS TEAM (SRT). ONE DOCUMENT
TITLED, "LIST OF U.S. SERVICEMEN WHO DIED DURING THE WAR IN THE SOCIALIST
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (REMAINS NOT RECOVERED)", PROVIDES INFORMATION
CORRELATING TO REFNO 1236-0-01, AN UNRESOLVED CASE. CORRELATION IS BASED
ON NAME, RANK, INCIDENT DATE AND AIRCRAFT TYPE. (REF 11)

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 15 DECEMBER 1993
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JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

mama=ms  BTOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

REFNO: 1239-0-01 (ACCNO 6269)

Name: PATTON, WARD

Nationality AMERICAN
Service NAVY
Grade E6

SSAN
Serial No J)AVEQ ‘

Birth date 18 Jan 1
Home State KANSAS

Site Type:

UTM:

Lat/Long:

Country:

Military Region:

Mission Province:
(formerly):

Mission District:

Mission Date:

Mission Category:

Local Analysis:

Folders Passed: Sep
Investigations: Oct
Surveys: Oct 93
Vessey Case: NO
Case type:

Vehicle Type:
Crash Type:
Call Sign:
Year:

# = Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.

KARL

lRace
lSex

|Hair
|Eyes

IReligion

INCIDENT LOCATION (0)

GROUND SITE
480X5248365

191906N / 1061116E
SOUTH VIETNAM

4
BEN TRE

CHO LACH
27 Jul 1968
3

Unknown location.

e==s==  JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY

93
93

GROUND SITE - INLAND WATER

BOAT
None
S
S

e====a=z SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY

Status:

CAUCASIAN

IHeight 65 in /1.65 mtrs
934 !Weight 112 1b / 50.7 kg
PROTESTANT

SITE INFORMATION

VEHICLE DATA

IBlood Chit
'Blood type
IComplexion
IWeapon
lWeapon No
iDuty pos
'PW Camp

Serial:
Engine Type:
1 Serial:

2 Serial:

§ = Item is not applicable to this case.

@ or Blank

= Data for item is unknown or not available.
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(A) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVEREI
Date Status assigned:

wvr v v wn

5 Jan 1976



CASE: 1239

mm=m CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS ===
16 December 1975

ON 27 JULY 1968 CS1 WARD K. PATTON WAS SERVING IN THE .U.S. NAVY IN
SOUTH VIETNAM. AT ABOUT 2235 HOURS HE WAS RETURNING TO HIS BOAT WHEN, IN
THE PROCESS OF CROSSING FROM A BARGE TO THE DECK OF HIS BOAT, HE LOST HIS
BALANCE AND FELL INTO THE RIVER IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES X5 248
365. EXTENSIVE SEARCHES WERE MADE BY BOATS AND HELICOPTERS OF THE SITE,
DOWN STREAM FROM THE SITE, AND ALONG ADJACENT RIVER BANKS. THE
UNSUCCESSFUL SEARCH EFFORTS WERE SUSPENDED AT 0600 HOURS ON 28 JULY. (REF

1 & 2)

GENERAL PUBCOM WAS DISTRIBUTED ALONG ACCESSIBLE RIVER BANKS, BUT NO
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR LEADS RESULTED. THIS INDIVIDUAL'S NAME AND
IDENTIFYING DATA WERE TURNED OVER TO THE FOUR-PARTY JOINT MILITARY TEAM
WITH A REQUEST FOR ANY INFORMATION AVAILABLE. NO RESPONSE WAS FORTHCOMING.
¢S1 PATTON IS CURRENTLY CARRIED IN THE STATUS OF DEAD, BODY NOT RECOVERED.

ams REFERENCES ===

16 December 1975

REFERENCES USED: <1> MSG COMNAVSUPPACT SGN 280040Z JUL 68. <2> MSG
COMNAVSUPPACT SGN 0701522 AUG 68. <3> CJTFFA DET ONE BANGKOK TH,

200247Z NOV 93.

se= NEGOTIATION ACTIONS ===
18 October 1993

CASE NARRATIVE FOR CASE 1239-0-01 WAS PASSED TO OFFICIALS OF THE
VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT DURING THE 29 SEP 93 COORDINATION MEETING.

ce== JOINT INVESTIGATION, SURVEY OR EXCAVATION ===
7 December 1993

ON 28 OCT 93, IE4 CONDUCTED AN INVESTIGATION OF CASE 1239 IN CHO LACH
DISTRICT, BEN TRE PROVINCE. ON 26 OCT 93, THE VIETNAMESE MEMBERS OF THE
JOINT INVESTIGATION TEAM INFORMED U.S. TEAM MEMBERS THAT THEY WERE UNABLE
‘P0 LOCATE ANY WITNESSES RELATED TO CASE 1239. THE JOINT TEAM SURVEYED THE
LAST KNOWN LOCATION AND CANVASSED SURROUNDING VILLAGES WITH NEGATIVE
RESULTS. NO REMAINS OR MATERIAL EVIDENCE WERE OBTAINED DURING THIS

INVESTIGATION. (REF 3)

21 St 1993

JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAII 96861-5025

CASE 1239-0-01

NARRATIVE
ON 27 JULY 1968, PETTY OFFICER FIRST CLASS WARD K. PATTON WAS
RETURNING TO HIS BOAT WHEN, IN THE PROCESS OF CROSSING FROM A
BARGE TO THE DECK OF HIS BOAT, HE LOST HIS BALANCE AND FELL INTO
THE HAM LUONG RIVER IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES XS248365,
APPROXIMATELY 3 KILOMETERS NORTHEAST OF CHO LACH, BEN TRE

PROVINCE. SEARCH EFFORTS WERE CONDUCTED IMMEDIATELY BUT PETTY

OFFICER FfRST CLASS PATTON WAS NOT LOCATED.

PERTINENT DATA ARE AS FOLLOWS:
NAME: PATTON, WARD KARL
RANK: PETTY OFFICER FIRST CLASS, U.S. NAVY
DATE OF BIRTH: 18 JANUARY 1934
RACE: CAUCASIAN
HEIGHT: 1.65 METERS
WEIGHT: 50.7 KILOGRAMS
HAIR: BROWN

EYES: BROWN

PASSED TO OFFICIALS OF THE
VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT DURING THE
29 SEP 93 COORDINATION MEETING
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21 SEp 1993

JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL-ACCOUNTING
BOX 64044
CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAII 96861-4044

Vu sé 1239-0-01

Td _Tudng Thuat

Vao ngay 27 thang 7 1968, Trung si nhdt(HAi quin) ward K. Patton
vé tau cla anh &y va, ldic nio di xudng ti mét sa-lan vao tau, mit thang
bang va roi xuéng séng Ham Luéng o khu phy can toa dé X5248365, khoang 3
cay sb vé phia déng bdc cla

Chg Lach,  tinh Bén Tre. su tim kiém da dugc

khoi dau ngay nhung khéng tim thidy Trung si nhit Patton.

S0 liéu thich hop nhu sau:

Ho va tén: Patton, Ward Karl
cap bac: Trung si nhat, Hai Quan Hoa Ky
Ngay sinh: Ngay 18 thang 1 nam 1934
ching toc: Da trang
chiéu cao: 1 thudc 65
. can nang: 50 ki 7
Mau toc: Nau
Mau mat: Nau

JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 15 JUNE 1994

REFNO: 1241-

0-01

(ACCNO 0501)

BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

Status:

(8) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERED

Name: BEYER, THOMAS JOHN Date Status assign?d: 2 May 1978
Nationality AMERICAN Race  CAUCASIAN Blood Chit pQaTR
Service AIR FORCE Sex MALE Blood type A -
Grade 03 Hair  BROWN Complexion FAIR
SSAN Dam Eyes # Weapon .38 CAL PISTOL
Serial No 003155630 Height 73 in /1.85 mtrs [Weapon No #
Birth date 10 Mar 1941 |Weight 173 1b / 78.4 kg |Duty pos PILOT
Home State NO. DAKOTA Religion CATHOLIC PW Camp $
==== ==== === = SITE INFORMATION = == EEEETTE ==
INCIDENT LOCATION (0)
Site Type: CRASH SITE
UTM: 48P72C195125
Lat/Long: 152816N / 1075840E
Country: SOUTH VIETNAM
Military Region: 1
Mission Province: QUANG NAM-DA NANG
(formerly):
Mission District: PHUOC SON
Mission Date: 30 Jul 1968 1545L
Mission Category: 3
Local Analysis: Near populated area.
s======= === JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY == == s===ssm==ss
Folders Passed: Apr 93
Investigations: Apr 93
Vessey Case: NO
Case type: CRASH SITE
Survivability: (3) Unknown
= VEHICLE DATA
Vehicle Type: 02A Serial: 6891
Crash Type: None Engine Type: I0360D
Call Sign: HELIX 15 1 Serial: 55426-8
Year: 68 2 Serial: 56305-8

SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY

D U

Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.

Item is n
Blank

ot applicable to this case.

Data for item is unknown or not available.
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